The Spotlight, 1993 March 10 by unknown
March 10,1993









A AKA Z©AST B
Sororitiesi1 Sisterhood Inc.
by Dineo A. S. Brinson
Contributing Writer
With tears in her eyes, Sarah finally 
realizes at nineteen years old that she is 
almost home. Where is home you 
might ask. Canada or Freedom is what 
she might answer, for they are one and 
the same for this runaway slave of 
Colonel Fairling’s plantation in North 
Carolina in 1850. Tim Reid’s "Race 
To Freedom: The Underground 
Railroad" is the name of this soul­
stirring saga and Sarah is the female 
highlight of this salute to African- 
Americans. Sarah comes to terms with 
her inner voices and chooses free- dom, 
at the risk of losing her life, rather than 
living it in slavery. Her catalyst is the 
love of her life, Thomas. Hoping for a 
small miracle, Thomas tells Sarah, 
"We’re meetin’ in the grove an hour 
past sundown. Sarah, please, be there." 
Sarah does meet Thomas and two 
others, Minnie and Walter, in the grove 
that evening.
' These four young slaves 
courageously begin their journey to 
freedom with the help of the 
Underground Railroad. With the 
powerful spirituals in the background, 
you cannot help but be touched by the 
blessing of the Underground Railroad 
because it is humanity at its best. Dr. 
Alexander Ross, a white Canadian, is 
one such humanitarian who gives them 
the "keys" to their survival homes with 
a candle burning in the window and the 
words "a friend of a friend." Often 
forgotten is the most important key - 
their own courage.
Sarah, Thomas, Minnie, and Walter 
travel through the swamp, th hills, the 
mountains, the woods, the com fields, 
and the rain and mud, too. They do 
not look back because bounty hunters 
are fast on their tracks. Sadly enough, 
the bounty hunters get too close. 
Walter is killed, and Thomas is taken 
to be sold. Sarah and Minnie escape, 
but Minnie dies along the way.
It seems as if Sarah’s tears well up 
inside of her and inspire her strength, 
her bravery, her defiance. She makes
it to Canada by the grace of those 
willing to help.strangers solely because 
they are human beings and cannot allow
others to suffer. Sarah continues to 
carry' a burning love for Thomas, 
although she knows he is dead. She 
soon discovers he is alive and well in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. They are 
finally reunited in a love affair that has
proved to be eternal.
Even with the haunts of their past, 
Sarah and Thomas move to Buxton, 
Canada to get married and begin a free 
life together. In the last scene a liberty 
bell is dedicated in their new town, and 
the preacher sings out, "While we were 
people oppressed, we were never slaves
Freedom
continued on page 19Spelman Hires First Disabled Services Coordinator
by Maleka N. Ingram
Associate Editor
Spelman College hires its first 
Coordinator of Disabled Services. Ms. 
Coletta Hassell has been assigned the 
task of educating Spelman and 
enhancing its awareness and sensitivity 
of disabled services. Hassell’s 
educational background and previous 
work experiences are evidence of her 
capabilities to do this.
In undergrad Hassell majored in 
Hearing and Speech Science at the 
University of Maryland, College Park. 
She later received her MA in 
Rehabilitation and Counseling from 
Galluadet University in Washington, 
D.C.
Before coming to Spelman, Hassell 
worked as a Rehabilitation Counselor 
for centers in the state of Georgia and 
Texas.
As far as her strategy for Spelman
Hassell
continued on page 19
Page 2 Spelman Spotlight, Atlanta, GA March 10, 1994
omen BringHome the Gold noia’tfE]
by Kiini Ibura Salaam 
Contributing writer
Believe it or not, never in its. 100 
year history has the Olympics ever 
done a special program centered 
around women. During the 
upcoming Olympics, Spelman will 
remedy that problem forever. In 
conjunction with the Atlanta 
Committee for the Olympic Games 
(ACOG), Spelman will present the 
special program, "Olympic Women: 
Winners in Motion."
Spelman’s Olympic Planning 
Consultant Michelle Smith (c/o 69) 
believes that Spelman College is the 
only institution in the United States 
capable of planning and hosting such 
a project. Smith states "Olympic 
Women: Winners in Motion" is in 
keeping with the caliber of work 
Spelman continues to present to the 
public. As usual, Spelman is setting 
standards and talking about things 
other people won’t talk about."
In this case, the untalked about 
subject is Women in the Olympics. 
Spelman conceived "Winners in 
'Motion" to celebrate the 
achievements of Olympic women 
from 1898 to the present. Using the 
centennial games as its background, 
"Olympic Women: Winners in 
Motion" will explore women’s role in 
the Olympics on an international 
level. Refusing to confine its scope 
to athletes alone, "Winners in 
Motion" will give voice to the 
invisible by examining the roles of 
female coaches, officials and leaders
in the Olympics.
Planning Consultant Smith credits 
some of women’s invisibility to all 
the hype surrounding the medal 
winners. Medal winners tend to 
hoard the spotlight leaving other 
Olympians virtually unknown, but 
winning a medal does not ensure 
fame.
For example, Alice Coachman is 
by no means a household name, yet 
she is the first black woman to have 
won a gold medal in the Olympics. 
At age 71, Coachman is alive and 
well in Albany, GA. Smith feels that 
Coachman is exactly the type of 
untapped resource the public needs to 
be exposed to.
Another gold medal winner, Benita 
Fitzgerald’s invisibility is largely due 
to a spectacular event that 
overshadowed her victory. Because 
Fitzgerald won her gold the year Zola 
Bud tripped Mary Decker, she remains 
unknown. This fiasco overshadowed 
the winners of the race and, in effect, 
stole much of Fitzgerald’s glory.
For Coachman, Fitzgerald, and all 
other invisible female Olympians,
"Winners in Motion" will take a 
multi-faceted approach to publicizing 
and proclaiming Olympic women’s 
greatness. In conjunction with two 
women from Washington D.C., 
Spelman will present a multi-media 
exhibit chronicling women’s 
involvement in the Olympics from its 
inception in 1898. Housed in the 
Cosby building, the exhibit will 
include photographs, historical footage 
and memorabilia such as the medals 
and costumes of Olympic Women past 
and present.
Other components of "Winners in 
Motion" include a symposium series 
consisting of panel and roundtable 
discussions addressing issues pertinent 
to Olympic women, a series of video 
profiles highlighting the lives and 
achievements of famous Olympic 
women, and as a community 
component, tennis clinics for girls 
aged twelve and older who are 
"promising, aspiring young athletes."
"Winners in Motion" has much to 
offer the Spelman student body and 
Spelman as an institution. It is an 
opportunity for students to get 
involved with the Olympics. 
"Winners in Motion" will depend on 
student volunteers for its success. 
Any students interested in athletics 
and the "Winners in Motion" project 
will be welcomed on board. 
"Winners in Motion" is especially 
interested in working with bilingual 
students.
Student participation in "Winners 
in Motion" includes summer 
internships, assistants for the tennis 
clinics, docents to give guided tours 
of the exhibit, participation in the 
development and planning of video 
profiles, administrative experience 
and exposure to Olympic athletes and 
professionals through the symposiums 
and the tennis clinics.
For Spelman, this historical project 
will be the opportunity to expand its 
archives. The exhibit, all symposium 
proceedings, video profiles, audio and 
video data, and papers will become a 
permanent repository of information 
to be held in the Spelman archives. 
"Winners in Motion" will also be an 
opportunity for renovations in Read 
Hall.
Ultimately, this landmark project 
will explore women’s participation in 
the Olympics, examine how to4 get 
more women involved on all levels, 
and attract scholars, athletes and 
researchers to our site to gather 
information.
Olympics
continued on page 19
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(For Mature Audiences Only) » Part I
by Katheryne Leccima
Contributing Writer
Have you ever thought about sex?
I mean, why it’s suppose to be sooo... 
good and yet causes soooooo... many 
problems; why it’s one of the most 
talked about subjects and one of the 
least understood; and even why it’s the 
very thing that initiates our existence 
yet somehow has taboo written all over 
it, despite the outward appearance of 
widespread acceptance (come on, admit 
it-the mere mention of the word still 
evokes at least an inward sheepish 
smile).
It’s perfectly logical that sex would 
be in the forefront. After all, it’s 
supposed to be crucial to our existence, 
to our health, to our well-being (not to 
mention our hormones). Indeed, we 
would do ourselves a great disservice if 
we didn’t devote significant attention to 
this life-giving, "life-sustaining" 
phenomena.
BUT WAIT! Beyond its 
intoxicating effects, the only thing sex 
seems to have provided us with, as 
individuals, as a community, and as a 
nation is a relentless hangover in the 
form of AIDS and other STDs; 
shattered dreams from unanticipated 
pregnancies; inexplicable, seemingly 
unsurrmountable, and all-too-complex 
tensions in relationships; and we must 
not forget, indeed we’re unable to 
forget those unresolved inner conflicts. 
In short, the only thing sex seems to 
have given life to is confusion. Pure, 
unadulterated confusion.
Despite all of this, two years ago 
this month, a collegiate publication 
Campus Life released a special issue on 
Love and Dating in which an article 
entitled "The Best of Sex" was printed. 
And not too long ago, on this very 
campus, a Baptist minister gave a 
similar "best of sex" talk in LLCII.
A Baptist minister? What’s going 
on?! Are they playing games with us? 
Is this some ploy to perpetuate the 
madness of our situation so as to 
substantiate older generations’ claims 
about our generation-so conveniently 
branded Generation X? Can this be 
real?
I’ve read the article. I’ve heard the 
minister speak. And frankly my 
Spelman sisters, I can’t help but say 
’can I gitta witness?’ (if you know what 
I mean). They are definitely onto 
something...somethinggood. Something 
real good!
In the article, Tim Stafford suggested 
the qualities that make for the best 
possible sex. The best sex: (1) is with 
someone who wants to have it with you 
as much as you want to have it with 
him or her (stay with me now); (2) is 
with complete freedom or no self- 
consciousness; (3) is when each of you 
wants to make the other feel great; (4) 
has time to get better; (5) means never 
having to say good-bye; and (6) shares 
everything.
Does it sound too simple? Well 
don’t allow yourselves to be fooled. It’s 
the simple things that confound us- 
remember? Ralph Waldo Emerson once
said, "God hides things by putting them 
near us." Although in this case God 
isn’t hiding anything from us, the 
message is still clear.
Hamen Cross a Baptist minister who 
has a couples ministry with his wife, 
travels around the country giving 
seminars on relationships. In his talk on 
January 27, he made a profound 
statement: "If you want to enjoy 
something, you need to first find out
Sisters Rise Up 
From the Darkness
By LaDessa E. Pearson 
Layout Editor
n
Love hurts when 
it comes from the fist.
n
-Poetess
"What happened to you?"
"Payne and I had a fight, he 
pushed me and I fell into the door."
"Girl, you'd betta' work that out 
— 'cause it looks like you fell into 
a fist. Are you sure you're okay?" 
"Yeah, I'm cool. It's no problem." 
Unfortunately, for some of my 
sisters abuse is not cool and it 
really is a problem. A potentially 
life threatening problem.
This society eagerly and sys­
tematically supports the suppres­
sion and humiliation of women, 
especially African-American and 
other minority women. The time 
for us as a sisterhood of African- 
Americans to retaliate against vio­
lent crimes directed toward women 
is now. There is something tragi­
cally wrong with
a society that 
freely allows its 











allow themselves to be debased un­
der the auspices of love. There is 
a fundamental problem with the 
way women have been conditioned 
to believe that male can physically 
abuse them, because aggression is 
a part of male nature. One can 
never know just how accepting of 
abuse we are until you see your 
sister bruised, broken and huddled
what its purpose is." His wisdom 
doesn’t stop there. He goes on to say, 
"learn the purpose of sex..."
Cross and Stafford meet at this point 
of purpose. Upon closer inspection, it is 
evident Stafford’s prescriptions are 
internal, spiritually based.
Although sex is expressed physically, 
its advantages and subsequently its 
disadvantages are manifested through 
the spiritual, the incorporeal.
before you saying that it's okay.
Only when your sister is cry­
ing: "No, no it's okay, because 
he loves me — he didn't mean 
it," "He said it will never hap­
pen again," "It was really my 
fault," and "He only hit me be­
cause he was stressed out," and 
sitting on your bed with a bloody 
nose and black eye that you re­
alize that there is nothing you
can do for her.
No matter how tight you all are 
there is absolutely nothing you 
can do for her, but support her. 
When you can not take legal ac­
tion against Payne due to lack of 
evidence. When going to beat 
him up will only make you fell 
better. When your girl is :"sooo 
in love" that you can't talk any 
sense into her. THERE IS NOTH­
ING YOU CAN DO for her or 
anyone until she decides NO 
MORE and makes a concerted 
effort to save herself.
Refuse to believe that there is 
nothing we can do. We can no 
longer remain silent when our 
sisters are being battered. The 
first step in defeating a problem 
is admitting that 




tional) must be 
acknowledged as 
a growing prob­
lem on our cam­
pus.
The battle 
lines need to be 
drawn and our 
stance taken to 
devour the si­
lence smothering our sisters' 
cries for help. We must estab­
lish a safe, non judgmental envi­
ronment for open communica­
tion for ourselves and our sis­
ters to obliterate abuse.
We must learn to stop blaming 
the victim.
Today is the day that we must 
begin to understand.
It behooves us to learn from the 
experiences of others, particularly those 
that reflect our current or up and coming 
situations. Consider one of our own. A 
Spelman sister (who wishes to remain 
anonymous) once told me about a 
relationship she had with a Morehouse 
brother. They were friends for a year 
before they made a committment to 
each other. Almost a year into their 
relationship, the topic of sex became an 
issue. After seeking advice from 
numerous girlfriends and a few trusted 
adults, she decided one night that she 
was going to do it. She ignored the 
voice that whispered and a sporadically 
shouted that she was not ready for sex. 
For a few months, the novelty of this 
facet of their relationship and the 
satisfaction of her curiosity silenced 
this voice. Or more accurately, 
drowned it out.
As the novelty of sex wore off, the 
reality of sex became less and less 
avoidable. She began to see the 
adverse effects of sex in her personal 
life, her relationship with her boyfriend, 
her relationships with her girlfriends, 
and her relationship with God. All was 
not well.
Is this the way it’s supposed to be?
I think not. That’s certainly not the 
way it is for everyone. But the fact 
that it is for many, indeed many in our 
generation, calls for a réévaluation of 
the situation.
Our Spelman sister did just that. 
She reevaluated the situation. Her 
approach entailed stepping back and 
allowing for a view of the whole 
situation. When I say stepping back, I 
mean literally, she stopped. The results 
are worth documenting.
When she and her boyfriend decided 
to abstain from sex, at first it was 
difficult for them. In fact, they broke 
up. He was feeling rejected. She was 
feeling misunderstood. It was an 
emotionally chaotic situation. But their 
bond weathered the storm. A time of 
separation allowed for reflection. What 
they both arrived at proves the validity 
of abstinence. They both realized that 
they got caught up in premature sex. 
They’re love wasn’t mature or strong 
enough to handle the power of sex. In 
short, they realized that the best for 
them was strengthening their friendship.
Almost half a year after they’ve 
decided to abstain from sex and pour 
their energies into learning about each 
other, they both believe that they are 
better people and friends for it.
All too often, we are compelled 
to focus on sex in a negative light. This 
is because we aren’t looking at it in the 
right way. Consequently, we don’t 
handle it in the right way. And in turn, 
it doesn’t handle us in the right way.
Here at Spelman, we are not 
oblivious to the concept of a paradigm 
shift. We’ve applied it in discussions 
about racism, in essays about sexism, 
and in research papers covering a 
myriad of other issues. We are familiar 
with what it is. Let’s begin to apply it 
in the very familiar arena of sex.
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Campus Concern
Christ, Spelman &the
A Letter From A Sister Outsider
’Racism: The belief in the inherent superiotyof 
one race over all others and thereby the right 
to dominance.
Sexism: The belief in hte inherent superiority 
of one sex and thereby the right to dominance. 
Heterosexism: The belief in the inherent
superiory of one pattern of loving and thereby 
its right to dominance.
Homophobia: The fear of feelings of love for 
members on one's sex and therefore the hatred 
of those feelings in others."
The above quote comes from the late Audre Lorde, venerable sage, poet, 
intellectual, lesbian, Affican-american woman, sister. I like that quote because it 
describes in plain language the dynamics of some types of prejudice and bigotry. 
The fust two, racism and sexism, Spelman is more that well versed in, and is 
thereby active in fighting against. The last two however, heterosexism and 
homophobia, Spelman as a community has been largely remiss at working against. 
Most of the time it has put its energy into perpetuating them and therefore 
•oppressing and abusing some of its members.
Here, for those who may have missed it, I am speaking in reference to the 
Lesbian Bisexual Alliance, charted this year at Spelman. The LBA has existed 
unofficially and in one form or another since about the 60’s. The primary purpose 
of the LBA is to provide a safe space and support for sisters in this, a hostile 
environment. Did everybody get that? A SAFE SPACE AND SUPPORT. We are 
not trying to convert, to dominate, or to infringe on anyone else’s rights, unless one 
of said "rights” is perceived as the freedom to abuse (physically, verbally, mentally), 
disenfranchise, or oppress another person or group for any reason. Still with me? 
Ok, now for some personal info, I helped charter the LBA. I’m very proud to be 
a member. Through it and other associations I have been privileged to meet some 
extraordinary people who have enriched my life. I am myself bisexual, that (for me) 
defined as a being a woman-identified woman whose attractions/relationships may 
be with women or men. The daughter of two married heterosexual parents, I have 
"known" of my orientation since I was very young. My friends, the people I 
associate with are heterosexual, bisexual, and homosexual. I am not attracted to, nor 
I want to sleep with every/anything on two legs. Though I may be attracted to 
someone, that does not mean that I immediately start sexually harassing them (this 
is for the oh so many heterosexual women who feel threatened by lesbians/female 
bisexuals. This may be because they are afraid of women harassing them sexually 
like some men do, but from what I have seen, those fears are generally unfounded. 
I, myself have been sexually harassed, [by a man] and because of that experience, 
I would never want to make another woman feel that way). I offer this information, 
not because I’m thrilled with the prospect of "coming out" or the problems and 
harassment that it will incur, but because I hope instead that perhaps by sharing 
some personal insights, I can help people to understand, to conquer the fear and 
ignorance inside them, as well as the hatred and misunderstanding that comes from 
that ignorance. It’s taking a big chance. Some belligerent homophobe could decide 
to bash me after reading this, and I’ll probably lose some "friends", but its a chance 
I’m willing to take. Audre Lorde also wrote "your silence will not protect you." 
She was right. My heretofore silence has not protected me from the pain and fear 
inflicted by the overwhelming homophobia I have felt and observed. And a lot of 
that pain has been caused here at Spelman.
We here within Spelman’s gates pride ourselves on being a bastion of African 
American womanhood, a place of sisterhood, where women of African descent <»n 
be free and empowered, nurtured to be who we are in a world that does not love us. 
But how free and empowering is this place if when some of us openly express who 
we are, we are ostracized and abused? How can we speak of liberation when the 
majority of us actively espouse tenants of hate, intolerance, and oppression towards 
anyone of non-heterosexual orientation? And what is liberation, anyway, if it isn’t 
being who and what we are and being nice to each other? I have heard some of the 
most illogical, unfounded, and ridiculous, claims and justifications for homophobic 
prejudice. From the blacker-than-thou pseudo-scholars who say homosexuality is an 
evil of European invention, to those that claim Spelman doesn’t need an LBA
because there’s no homophobia here, and, of course, the recent rhetoric that having 
a lesbian/bisexual group on campus goes against the "Our Whole School For Christ" 
ethic. First, as long as there have been people, there have been those whose sexual 
orientation has been gay, lesbian, or bisexual. That includes Africa and Africans, 
that includes the AUC, and yes, that includes Spelman, which, by the way, has a 
HUGE problem with homophobia. Though I do not wish to get into any diatribe 
with self appointed holy rollers, I do know that I am a daughter of God, just as 
much as anyone else. And if God thought bisexuality/homosexuality was so 
horrible, why did God make me? Why did God make Audre Lorde? Irorraine 
Hansbury? Bessie Smith? James Baldwin, or Langston Hughes? And how is it that 
a chartered LBA conflicts with the Christian standing of Spelman, but a chartered 
Muslim women’s group does not? How, on this God-fearing carilpus, is it 
permissible for sex, or fornication, for a better term, to be simulated on the stage of 
its sanctified spiritual center, Sister’s Chapel, BUT it is not acceptable for the LBA 
to be chartered when the most offensive thing we have done is put up flyers (which 
for some mysterious reason, keep being tom down) advertizing our meetings? It is
trying to convert, to dominate, or to infringe on anyone else s rights, unless one of 
said "rights" is perceived as the freedom to abuse (physically, verbally, mentally), 
disenfranchise, or oppress another person or group for any reason. Still with me? 
Ok, now for some personal info, I helped charter the LBA. I’m very proud to be 
a member. Through it and other associations I have been privileged to meet some 
extraordinary people who have enriched my life. I am myself bisexual, that (for me) 
defined as a being a woman-identified woman whose attractions/relationships may 
be with women or men. The daughter of two married heterosexual parents, I have 
"known" of my orientation since I was very young. My friends, the people I 
associate with are heterosexual, bisexual, and homosexual. I am not attracted to, nor 
I want to sleep with every/anything on two legs. Though I may be attracted to 
someone, that does not mean that I immediately start sexually harassing them (this 
is for the oh so many heterosexual women who feel threatened by lesbians/female 
bisexuals. This may be because they are afraid of women harassing them sexually 
like some men do, but from what I have seen, those fears are generally unfounded. 
I, myself have been sexually harassed, [by a man] and because of that experience,
I would never want to make another woman feel that way). I offer this information, 
not because I’m thrilled with the prospect of "coming out" or the problems and 
harassment that it will incur, but because I hope instead that perhaps by sharing 
some personal insights, I can help people to understand, to conquer the fear and 
ignorance inside them, as well as the hatred and misunderstanding that comes from 
that ignorance. It’s taking a big chance. Some belligerent homophobe could decide 
to bash me after reading this, and I’ll probably lose some "friends", but its a chance 
I’m willing to take. Audre Lorde also wrote "your silence will not protect you." 
She was right. My heretofore silence has not protected me from the pain and fear 
inflicted by the overwhelming homophobia I have felt and observed. And a lot of 
that pain has been caused here at Spelman.
We here within Spelman’s gates pride ourselves on being a bastion of African 
American womanhood, a place of sisterhood, where women of African descent can 
be free and empowered, nurtured to be who we are in a world that does not love us. 
But how free and empowering is this place if when some of us openly express who 
we are, we are ostracized and abused? How can we speak of liberation when the 
majority of us actively espouse tenants of hate, intolerance, and oppression towards 
anyone of non-heterosexual orientation? And what is liberation, anyway, if it isn t 
being who and what we are and being nice to each other? I have heard some of the 
most illogical, unfounded, and ridiculous, claims and justifications for homophobic 
prejudice. From the blacker-than-thou pseudo-scholars who say homosexuality is an 
evil of European invention, to those that claim Spelman doesn’t need an LBA 
because there’s no homophobia here, and, of course, the recent rhetoric that having 
a lesbian/bisexual group on campus goes against the "Our Whole School For Christ" 
ethic. First, as long as there have been people, there have been those whose sexual 
orientation has been gay, lesbian, or bisexual. That includes Africa and Africans, 
that includes the AUC, and yes, that includes Spelman, which, by the way, has a 
HUGE problem with homophobia. Though I do not wish to get into any diatribe 
with self appointed holy rollers, I do know that I am a daughter of God, just as 
much as anyone else. And if God thought bisexuality/homosexuality was so
Bisexual Sister Speaks
continued on page 19
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Campus Concern
LFÄ.’ Justifying Freedom
+New Christians Manipulate Briefs
My editorial is directed to the 
sister’s article entitled, "Jesus is the 
Only Way." My editorial was not 
completely inspired by the sister’s 
article, as the subject of Christianity 
has come up several times (issue wise) 
recently.
When the scandal surrounding the 
Lesbian/Bisexual Alliance emerged 
(and by scandal I mean the tearing 
down of flyers and the homophobic 
attitudes manifested daily and at 
forums) there was suddenly a boom of 
Christian flyers and posters around 
campus. In particular, I remember 
coming to school one day and in Upper 
Manley was a large mural of the school 
seal and with a decidedly Christian 
message.
On the school seal, as I am sure you 
are all aware, the motto reads "Our 
Whole School for Christ." This seal is 
extremely traditional and has been the 
Spelman seal for a long time. At one 
point Spelman was much more 
religious than it is now; I am sure we 
are all privy to information of women 
attending convocation as church and 
not as lectures that we now attend.
Perhaps in the late 1800’s and the 
early to middle 1900’s, this was the 
homogenous lifestyle of all the students 
of Spelman College. This today, 
however, is not the case. Many women 
at Spelman College, more than a small 
percent, are not Christians. Some of 
us are atheist, others of us are Muslim. 
Still others of us practice "alternative" 
forms of spirituality. Others are B’Hai, 
some practice Eastern religions and still' 
others are agnostic.
Whatever the case, there is a 
considerable portion of the student 
body that is not Christian, nor can the 
rights of these non-Christian women be 
ignored or disregarded. (This,of 
course, does not imply that the rights 
of Christian women should be ignored 
either).
For many this may not seem a 
relevant issue and you may be asking 
jurself in what ways are these non- 
christian women’s rights and feelings
(and beliefs) disregarded?
Common examples are these: A 
senior here at Spelman told me that in 
her World Literature class a few years 
ago, that when she told the class she 
was not Christian and did not believe in 
the Christian creation story, she was 
called a heathen. She said the class 
mémbers became extremely emotional 
and they damned her to hell, saying that 
she was a sinner and the only way 
through god was through Jesus. She 
reported that the class spoke as if the 
Adam and Eve Creation Myth had really
happened (including the professor) and 
that when she raised objection, they 
pounced on her.
I was at a meeting, in which a 
discussion was being held about a 
performance that was to be presented to 
the Spelman (and other AUC schools) 
student body. The theme and depiction 
of the performance were highly religious 
(Christian religion, that is) and I raised 
objection on the grounds that not 
everyone in the audience would be a 
Christian and that perhaps we should try 
to depict the performance in a more 
inclusive way. I was then told that our 
school motto is "Our Whole School for 
Christ" and that when women come to 
Spelman they come with the knowledge 
that Spelman is a Christian school and 
that this is something that they would 
just have to deal with .
After all, they had sat through 
productions with characters named Ali 
or Kareem (which they identified 
completely as being of a different 
religion besides Christianity!) and that 
they had endured, so why couldn’t the 
audience be expected to sit through the 
Lord’s Prayer in peace?
My point here is that intolerance of 
many kinds (including sexual 
persuasion) is common here at Spelman. 
We are unable to accept other people 
and we sometimes feel the need to 
always be evangelical. There is nothing 
wrong with this sister’s love for her God 
or her religion, likewise there is nothing 
wrong with her desire to try and sway
Letter On Christian Intolerance
by Ayanna Hawkins 
Contributing Writer
This is my response to my alumnae 
sisters who are outraged by the charter 
given to the Lesbian/Bisexual Alliance 
here at Spelman. I respond with my 
own outrage at their supposed 
sanctioned "Christian intolerance". 
against a group of our Spelman sisters.
Like it or not, there are women at 
Spelman who are lesbian and bisexual. 
What right have we to tell them that 
they do not deserve to be here? What 
right have we to deny them a voice on 
Spelman’s campus? None. The 
alumna sister quoted in the Spelman 
Spotlight on February 5 said that the 
acceptance of this charter goes against 
the "values and principles Spelman was 
founded on." She uses the Spelman 
motto, "Our Whole School For Christ," 
to back up her claim of contradiction of 
these Spelman values and principles. 
She then uses her Bible and quotes 
from Galatians 1:6-9 to further argue 
her case against LBA. As a final point 
in her argument, my alumna sister uses
other’s to her position.
The issue with her commentary is 
that it functions in such an exclusive 
way and from such a close-minded 
stance (in that this sister’s proof of the 
validity of Christianity is the Bible, and 
most people who are non-Christian do 
not view the Bible as holy writ, and 
therefore the sister would have to prove 
why the Bible is holy before she could 
use the Bible as proof! She is already 
operating under the assumption that 
everyone believes that what the Bible 
says is true-an example by what I 
mean of close-mindedness).
And any group evangelical in nature 
must be gentle and caring, they must 
approach those they wish to beseech as 
members with love and understanding- 
people do not choose other religions or 
beliefs because they want to spite 
Jesus, likewise, people choose their 
religions and beliefs because they feel 
that they are correct, much the same 
way a Christian believes her religion 
and philosophy of life.
As Christians, we must learn to 
think of others as we think of ourselves 
(isn’t his a fundamental Christian belief 
and practice?) and give people space 
and room to be, to grow and to be 
nurtured by whatever forces we/they 
choose. If you are a Christian, then 
you must do what you can to "help" 
those you feel compelled to "help" but 
you must do this respectfully (meaning 
without manipulation, and using hell as
an example of a white woman at 
Spelman trying to form a white 
supremacist group here.
I believe that my alumna sister is 
misguided and ignorant. Every reason 
she gives for disapproving of LBA’s 
charter is myopic and prejudiced. First 
of all, our motto, "Our whole school 
for Christ," if taken literally, has not 
been successful in keeping sisters who 
are not Christian from coming to 
Spelman. For example, the club Al- 
Nissa has a charter and its purpose is to 
support our sisters who are Muslim. 
According to the motto, these sisters 
should not'have a place at Spelman, but 
apparently our administration and the 
student body are not so discriminatory. 
Our motto stands for an ideal that as a 
Christian school, we are loving an 
caring. This ideal is carried out 
through Spelman’s commitment to 
serving our community and the LBA is 
a part of the Spelman community.
Apparently, my alumna sister has 
forgotten some very important parts of
a punishment for not becoming a 
Christian is manipulation! What would 
we want someone to become a 
Christian because of fear—fear of 
eternal pain? Wouldn’t we rather 
someone become a Christian out of 
love for Christ? Isn’t that the 
purpose?)and then we must back off, 
whatever the our response may be.
As students of a multi-religious 
community (percentages aside) we must 
learn not only to tolerate people who 
are different from us, but we must also 
learn accept others for who they are. 
This does not mean that we are 
consenting or giving approval to their 
lifestyle, it simply means that we 
accepting and respecting the other 
person for who she is and what she 
believes. Respect does not equal 
approval.
So, when we feel like saying "Jesus 
is the only Way" perhaps we should say, 
"I’d like to share my way of living and 
believing with you because I think that
you would benefit from the....... " you
add what you would say, remembering 
that we are all elements in the same 
tapestry of creation, and must learn to 
nurture and love each other in spite of 
our differences.
her Bible that she is so willing to hurl at 
LBA. Remember the second great 
commandment given to us by Jesus, 
"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself," in Matthew 22:39? Has my 
sister studied and committed to memory 
Romans 14:10-13 and II Corinthians 
5:10, both of which name God-as the 
judge of our lives, not any woman or 
man? Has my sister forgotten "For all 
have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God," in Romans 3:23?
Perhaps the most disturbing part of 
our alumna sister’s argument is that 
LBA does not have the right to be 
sanctioned. On the contrary, Spelman 
has an obligation to provide these sisters 
with a charter for their organization. 
Nowhere in our school constitution does 
it explicitly state that LBA does not 
have a right to its charter. In the 1993-
Christian Intolerance
continued on page 6
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SpelmanMottoMisused
by Mendi Dessalines Shirley Lewis
What if someone said Spelman 
should not charter the Muslim women’s 
organization? Or the science clubs? 
You’d ask why.
If she told you it was because the 
school motto is "Our Whole School For 
Christ", that Muslims didn’t believe He 
was the Savior, and science is anti- 
Christian ideology, would that be 
enough for you? Would you nod your 
head and let it go?
You might argue that Christ 
accepted and loved many folk who 
were different from Him. You might 
argue that Spelman women are Muslim 
women, too, and we have the same 
right as Christians to organize and 
practice what we believe.
You might argue that Spelman 
women are scientists, too, and that 
we’ve always studied science at 
Spelman.
And when it comes to sex, I haven’t 
heard screaming and shouting about 
condoms in the infirmary or the talks 
by the Peer Education Program and I’m 
relieved, because we acknowledge that 
Spelman women have sex, too, and we 
want decrease the risk of unwanted 
pregnancies and diseases.
And Sister Boger, part of the 
problem with your equation the 
formation of the Lesbian/Bisexual 
Alliance at Spelman with a white 
female sent to form a white supremacy 
group and charging that it should not 
be chartered because of the motto, is 
that Spelman women are Lesbians and 
Bisexuals, too, and always have been.
For all you know your roommate 
could have been one, or your best 
friend, or your sister. .
The difference is that now Spelman 
women have one more way to 
acknowledge and celebrate the 
differences and sameness in who we 
are and always have been.
•The irony is that perhaps now there 
is more of an opportunity for you to 
accept folk who are different from you 
and ultimately, to be more Christ-like.
\-To My Alumna Sister
"Judge not, that ye not be judged." - Matthew 7:1
by Cherice Simmons
Contributing Writer
Jesus is the only way, ya’ll, and I 
got to tell you the truth. John 14:6 
says, "Jesus saith unto him, I am the 
way, the truth and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me." 
This is what the WORD OF GOD 
says. This is what our "instruction 
manual" or "owner’s manual" SAYS; it 
is the guide that the children of God 
must obey. Moreover, doesn’t it make 
sense that the children of God believe 
in the validity of the Word Of God?
Therefore when in the Bible it says 
that Jesus is the only way to the Father, 
we ought to believe it with all-our 
hearts.
Now, God is not just some silly old 
fool sitting on the throne who says, 
"Yes, my son is the only way to me," 
and then goes back around and says 
"but it really doesn’t matter; you can 
also get to me other ways too." NO! 
Why would you even serve a God 
whose double-minded? As it says in 
the Word, "a double-minded man is 
unstable in all his ways"(James 1:8).
Now in Christianity, the one thing 
that makes Christians different from the 
rest of the world is the fact that they 
know Jesus Christ is God, and they 
honor and appreciate Jesus for what He 
has done. If we, as Christians then 
come out and say that all religions lead 
to the Father(as some have), then we 
are saying that Jesus did not really 
have a reason to die. He did not have 
to be stabbed in his palms with nails to 
redeem us for our sins or be laughed at 
and shown that some of the very 
people he was dying for hated Him.
Christian Intolerance
continued on page 19
94 student handbook it states:
The SSGA, the guardian of student 
rights, freedoms, and 
responsibilities, establishes through 
the Articles and Bylaws of the 
Constitution mechanisms which 
guarantee every student’s rights and 
promotes every worthwhile 
endeavor. Every student, 
organization, project and activity 
enjoys equal status and promotion 
through the SSGA (123).
The LBA is not here to divide our 
campus or conspire against it. My 
alumna sister’s reasoning in using the 
example of a white supremacist trying to 
form a group here at Spelman is 
severely flawed. LBA is here to give 
support to sisters who find themselves 
alienated and marginalized because of 
their sexual orientation.
Currently, Spelman does not have a 
policy of denying admission to lesbians 
or bisexuals. Does our alumna sister 
advocate asking perspective Spelman 
students on their application to state 
whether they are homosexual or 
heterosexual? Should Spelman’s 
administration adopt a policy of "don’t
How do we really show our God as 
all that he is an d truly give Him the 
praise he deserves if we even question 
the very foundation of which we should 
be thanking him for?
I love my God. I know Jesus had a 
reason, a real reason to take pain he 
did not deserve. I know he was not 
just talking when He said, "I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: and no man
Attention Graduates 
with work experience!
s Walter Kaitz Foundation is actively recruiting 
successful ethnic minority professionals for management oppor-
? tunitics in the cable television industry.
Walter Kaitz Foundation Cable Management Program
Following an assessment process carefully designed to identify new 
; talent for the cable industiy, selected candidates are hired for avail­
able positions which utilize their professional skills and experience.
Placement Opportunities (Sampling)
• General Managers • Management Trainees
• Financial Analysts • Marketing Directors
• Affiliate Salespersons • Account Executives
Eligibility Requirements
• Ethnic Minority (as defined by the FCC)
• Bachelor's Degree
• Two (2) years managerial or professional work experience
• Willingness to relocate nationwide
lo Apply:
Send a cover letter and current résumé with salary history to:
Walter Kaitz Foundation, Preservation Park, 660 13th Street,
Suite 200, Oakland, CA 94612. Phone (510) 451-9000,
FAX (510) 451-3315. There arc no application foes.h
▲ mm
Walter Kaitz Foundation 
Cablt't Resource for Diversity*
ask, don’t tell" like the US military? 
Should Spelman align itself with the 
Christian hatemongers in Ovet, 
Mississippi whose protests against two 
lesbians wanting to operate a food bank 
and a homeless shelter, has brought 
their town to national attention? Does 
Spelman want to follow in the 
American tradition of racism, sexism, 
classism, ageism, etc. by embracing 
heterosexism? Is this the message that
we, a progressive liberal arts college 
for strong and successful Black women, 
want to send out to our community and 
to our alumnae sisters who are lesbian 
and bisexual?
I certainly believe that my alumna 
sister has a right to her opinion and she 
has every right to speak out against 
LBA. But she, or no one else, has any 
right to tell a group of students that 
their organization has no place on our 
campus. I applaud her courage in 
identifying herself, by giving her name 
to be used in the article. I would like 
for my alumna sister to know that I am 
not another Spelman woman who will 
fall for anything; I stand firmly on the 
grounds of fairness, tolerance, and 
equality for all Spelman women, 
whether they be rich or poor, Christian 
or non-Christian, or heterosexual or 
homosexual.
cometh unto the Father but by me."
Otherwise, God is a silly fool who 
can not make up His mind, and Jesus 
was a fool to die on the cross in so 
much pain for people who did not need 
him to make such a sacrifice.
Now think: Jesus was God in the 
flesh, the Son of the Father, He should 
know better than wasting His time.









Hin t No Way 




and hidden side of you and 
will give whatever he or she 
can to foster those aspects. 
They, of course, can only do 
this if you share, share, share. 
In addition, you have to listen 
to your partner’s dreams and 
aspirations and support them as 
if they were your own. So if
CULTS:
Resisting Temptation
By Tameika G. Miller
Have you ever experienced 
loneliness, abandonment, or 
desperation? Well, these are the 
feelings that people in the occult 
anticipate and search for when 
recruiting new members. They 
look for people who are down 
and out and seem to need loving 
attention, care, and support. 
They play on one’s vulnerability 
and naivete. Becoming involved 
in a cult or adopting the 
practices of the occult, according 
to a pamphlet from the Green 
Pastures Christian Ministries, 
Inc., means that one is 
participating in very mysterious, 
secretive, hidden organizations 
that contain people who seek 
help from an inanimate object or 
person, the equivalent to a God.
One such example of a cult 
was the 1993 David Koresh 
situation at Ranch Apocalypse in 
Waco, Texas.
According to the May 17, 1993 
article entitled: "Children of the 
Cult" in Newsweek magazine, 
David Koresh, who was viewed 
as a father figure, beat his 
followers, demanded obedience, 
faith, and statutory rape of 
young girls. Koresh exposed 
the followers to explicit sexual 
material in his sermons; sexual 
relations were an intrinsic part of 
his teachings. One of the 
women defended Koresh by 
describing sex with Koresh as 
spiritual; she said it made the 
women feel special. Evidence 
of sexual abuse of small children 
were small circular bruises on 
the buttocks of several girls.
It is also implied in the 
Newsweek article that the people 
were not allowed proper hygiene: 
"..one 3-year-old was transfixed 
by the magic of a flush toilet 
[after her release]".
Koresh justified all of his 
behavior on the premise that 
there were two kinds of people: 
good and bad. The Davidian 
followers were the good ones; 
everyone else was bad. So he 
had to keep them captive under 
these conditions and "safe".
An influx of A.U.C. students 
are believed to be involved in 
cults without knowing it. They 
are taught false teachings like, 
"you must give up all the 
teachings you’ve learned from 
your family, give all your money 
to us, and come follow us or 
bum in hell". Several students 
who had already decided or not 
decided what religion they 
wanted to practice when they 
first arrived at school are being 
swayed by the cults in Georgia.
So, if any of this sounds 
familiar in the churches you are 
attending, please beware and get 
out! Repercussions of being part 
of the occult have lead to death, 
disintegration of one’s family, 
and self desecration. For 
example, some of the members of 
Ranch Apocalypse were known 
to suffer from similar disorders 
of those with Post-traumatic 
Stress Disorder in Vietnam. 
Although Koresh’s cult took 
place in a compound, some of the 
same dangers can affect you too 







Love. What’s that? 
Commitment? Takes to much 
energy. Relationships? 
Heartbreak city. Women do 
not completely understand 
men; men do not completely 
understand women and neither 
gender really gives the other a 
good shot at trying. We 










continued on page 8
Black college students will gather this year for a
POSITIVE, AFROCENTRIC SPRING BREAK 
March 30-April 3,1994 
MOBILE, ALABAMA
a non-stop party with 27 activities including 4 huge parties and 2 gigantic concerts featuring artists from 
12 major record labels. Reality Breaks, Black Film Festival, Spades Tournament, Easter Sunday 
Spiritual Rejuvenation, beach parties, sports and more
GEORGE CLINTON & THE PFUNK ALLSTARS 
SILK • INTRO • DRS 
MINT CONDITION 
BUJU BANTON • PATRA 
KRS-ONE • KID N' PLAY 
DE LA SOUL
A TRIBE CALLED QUEST
SOULS OF MISCHIEF
PLUS showcase artists from 12 major record labels!!!
Complete event package only $99!!!
inexpensive hotels & food - Our travel agent will book rooms










Check or money order must accompany registration. Confirmation will be sent my mail. 
Mail to: Breakout, Ltd., 1020 West Ardmore Avenue, Chicago, JL 60660
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Love and
continued from page 7
Relationships
you like Bach, Wagner, and 
Tchaikovsky and your partner 
wants to be the next KRS One, 
you know what you have to 
do.
Commitment is scary, you 
have to keep promises, and 
think about the other person, 
and stop acting as if the world 
revolves around you. 
Frightening isn’t it. Sure it 
frightens me. When a person 
tries to give some of himself, 
that person expects you to do 
the same. "So" you think "I’ll 
just make it impossible to give 
anything and then I won’t have 
to give." You invent volumes 
of reasons why this won’t 
work and that isn’t quite right 
knowing that in the early 
stages of a relationship, all is 
quite sensitive and egos are 
easily bruised. An unreturned 
phone call is cause for a world 
war and a forgotten birthday is 
death. You see, the little ency, 
-weency , tiny, seemingly 
unimportant, forgivable things 
become so much more making









I’m tough. My feelings are 
not hurt. You don’t matter. I 
can move on. We weren’t 
that close anyway. Oh come 
on people, give me a break. 
I’ve said the same thing and 
when I hear it I don’t believe 
it. We tend to go into 
relationships with a costume 
on and if we don’t leave it at 
the door when we enter, when 
we leave, it will be sticky 
with tears. So be yourself no 
matter how difficult.
So the bricks are being 
taken down, you are 
swimming safely, and are 
willing to give a little; good 
job, you’ve come and are 
going a lot further than a lot 
of us. Next step, be honest. 
Be honest about what you 
want and what you can give. 
The thought of having to say 
"I need you" or "I want you in 
my life" conjures up fears of 
rejection, and even worse 
laughter. By this time in a 
relationship though, you will
II








know that this person will not 
laugh or reject you but will be 
grateful that you have opened 
up this new avenue of 
honesty. We all want to know 
that we are needed and 
because we are not telepathic, 
someone has to spell it out
II
Hin't No Ulay 
for me to 
giue you all 
you need if 
you won't
| let me giue
all of me.q____ it_____
loudly, in bold, bright, 
florescent letters. So spell it 
out, swim those calm, and at 
times not so calm waters; take 
down bricks a few at a time; 
be true to yourself; and good 
luck.
ISM
You just separated your trash
In fact, 
it's one of 
the easiest ways 
you personally 
can make the world 
a better place.
If you’d










taking the first 
step toward recycling 




Il't the everyday way Io save the world
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★More than 2 million African Americans suffer from diabetes. Black 
women are 3 times more likely to die of it as white women.
★Lupus, a malfunction in the body’s defense system, strikes Black 
women more commonly than it strikes others,
★Infertility is suffered by Black couples nearly I 1\2 times as often as 
whites.
★Fibroids, benign tumors that can cause serious menstrual problems, 
have risen to nearly epidemic proportions among Black women. We 
have a 75%, chance of developing fibroids versus 33% in white women. 
★Cancer is the second leading cause of death in the US, Black people 
are more likely to die of it than whites.
★Asthma, over the past tert years the death rate had been almost three 
times greater for Blacks than for whites.
★Black women contract and die from AIDS almost twice as often as 
white women.
★Heart disease, strokes and some cancers (called lifestyle diseases) kill 
Blacks more often than whites.
★Obesity is a health risk for nearly half of all Black women. 
★Sickle-cell trait is carried by 1 in 12 Blacks in this country.
by Sabrina "Shange" McDaniel 
Contributing Writer
This semester Sisters In Solidarity 
to Eradicate Sexism has proposed to do 
a semester long program called 
"Breaking the Silence: The
Myth/Reality of the Black 
Superwoman."
While this program is designed to 
look at the silences we walk around 
with that destroy our internal structures 
or leave us feeling marginalized or 
isolated, it addresses a broader issue as 
well-that of the Black Superwoman.
Having endured, overcome, 
struggled for so long, we appear to 
resist efforts to liberate ourselves from 
some of the oppressive traps that now 
seem like tradition, or to embrace new 
ideas that seem foreign. One such trap 
is that of our physical capabilities. At 
times we seem stuck in the time warp 
of slavery in which we could pick more 
cotton than any man, have a baby and 
head to the can field two days later and 
so forth, while education was denied us 
by written laws.
Granted, these were not voluntary 
conditions, but nonetheless they are 
ones that have made us proud of our 
ability to endure. Apparently, Spelman 
College has now fallen into the 
plantation mentality of developing only 
one aspect of the individuals who 
function within its gates. Although its 
administration has foregone the 
physical for the mental, it is not less 
destructive to us, and continues to 
reproduce a society of half developed 
individuals.
My charge at the administration is 
being launched in response to a forum 
held by student athletic teams at 
Spelman. Their frustration, complaints 
and disappointment were there 
disclosed through numerous examples 
of discrimination and outright lack of 
support from this institution. As the 
track 'team told of having to train on 
concrete or in the gym, the swimming 
team exposed that their practices can 
by interrupted by faculty or children 
programs and the volleyball team 
revealed that thy play against adult
teams in Decatur because thy are not on 
the level of other collegiate teams. The 
words of the Spelman administrator who 
said Spelman wants to be known as an 
academic institution not an athletic one, 
curdles in my stomach.
No one is trying to change the image 
which the administration has long 
decided it will define for the student 
body and have them struggle to live up 
to, rather than base it on the population 
paying tuition each semester.
But it amazes me how this institution 
envisions building healthy minds 
without healthy bodies. It’s not as if 
this disregard for its competitive teams
"When you consider 
that about 9 
mill ion Blac k 
people are without 
health insurance, 
it’s obvious that 
our primary 
concern should be 
prevention and not 
cure."
is the only way that Spelman has shown 
this lack of consciousness.
On a whole, Spelman students have 
no outlet for physical release and 
enjoyment. Must we throw more 
obstacles in the way of Black women so 
that we can play superwoman and 
hurdle them, or can we allow 
environments that nurture all aspects of 
us and recognize that we need rest, 
relation, and release as well as anyone 
else?
I’m not solely griping because there 
are not even morning hours available in 
the gym for students like myself, who 
like to work out at the beginning of 
their day, there have been other 
students, particularly those who live on 
campus, that have complained about the 
lack of provision for physical activities.
This attitude by the Spelman
administration is complicit in the 
oppressive attitudes that have been 
thrust on women in general. But its 
destruction is particularly obvious in the 
Black community. In general we don’t 
eat right, exercise enough or admit that 
this is a serious issue for us-and it 
shows.
While the rest of the US has now 
begun to cry about health care costs, we 
should have been screaming a long time 
ago. But if we hold on to the myth of 
the superwoman, we will continue to 
leave ourselves open to illnesses that 
continue to cripple our community that 
is also being riddled by Black on Black 
crime, domestic violence and topping it 
all off, a general refusal to seek 
emotional or mental therapy.
There is no hocus-pocus to what 
I’m advocating. Eat healthy, exercise 
and you live a better life. I used to get 
four shots every week so that I could 
endure my allergy affliction. I made 
the decision to cut dairy products out 
of my diet. Since then I have not 
needed a shot nor have I taken any 
allergy medication. In addition, the 
headaches I used to get frequently have 
completely stopped.
Hey, I may not live to be a hundred, 
but each day I now spend less valuable 
time popping pills, sleeping off 
headaches or struggling to study and 
retain information when I am miserably 
ill.
S.I.S.T.E.R.S.(Sisters In Solidarity To ERadicate Sexism)
In Conjunction with: SAGE Interns LBAThe Sociological Society 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.
Are Working on a semester long program entitled:
The Myth/Reality of the 
Black Superwoman: 




Dionne R. Lyne 
614-0722
Its simple arithmetic Spelman 
College. The time to wake up is now.
"If you want to 
see more 4.0s, 
increased 
scholarships, 
h i g h e r 
graduat ion 
rates, try 
taking care of 
your students 
physically, as 
w e ll a s 
mentally."
Maybe then we won’t be so uptight 
when we come into your offices to 
make requests and smooth our 
problems. I didn’t mention spirituality 
but that is an important part of the mix - 
too. But hey, I’m sure by now you get 
my drift.
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'reanizations Provid
The information pre­
sented within the 
Greek pages was pro­
vided by representa­
tives of each organi­
zation. Compiled by 
LaDessa E. Pearson, 
Layout Editor with 
special thanks to: An­
gela Young, Curtrice 
White, Kimberly 
Carlyle, Teki Hunt, Rae 
Reynolds, and Beth 
Poindexter.
Alpha Kappa Alpha So­rority, Incorporated was the first African-Ameri­can Greek letter sorority to come into existence. Founded in 1908 at Howard University, Al­pha Kappa Alpha Soror­ity, Incorporated served as the role model for all other African-American sororities.A few of the goals of Alpha Kappa Alpha So­rority, Incorporated are sisterhood, high scholas­tic standards, and com­munity service. The so­cial climate of the United States after 1908 was horrible for African- Americans. Therefore, Alpha Kappa Alpha So­rority, Incorporated pro­vided young, intelligent and promising African- American women with an opportunity to embrace one another, while shar­ing and achieving their common goals.Mu Pi, Spelman College chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorpo-
photo by LaDessa E Pearson 
AKAs embrassing the 
bonds unity.rated, has been active for some 15 years. As mem­bers of Alpha Kappa Al­pha Sorority, Incorpo­rated, we have perpetu* ated the ideals and goals of the Sorority through extensive community service projects (inside and outside of the
photo by LaDessa E. Pearson 
AKAs, Angela Young and Sherri Lee, 
rejoice in song at Founder's Day 
Celebration.
Spelman Community), high academic and social standards, and encourag­ing sisterhood.The members of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated come in all shades of skin colors and are diverse in origin — there are even chapters in Africa and Korea!The members of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated as a group are outstanding, but are also distinguished Afri­can-American women as individuals devoted to a lifetime of service.
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de Second Sisterhood
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
photo by LaDessa E. PearsonDeltas get ready to tear it up.
On January 13, 1913 at 
Howard University, 22 
young women who rec­
ognized the need for 
change founded Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Incorporated. Today, the 
women of this illustri­
ous sisterhood incorpo­
rate its goals through a 




mental and physical 
health, economic devel­
opment, and educational 
awareness. The sorority 
consists of 800 chapters 
(nationally and interna­
tionally) who strongly 
believe and live the 
principles of scholar­
ship, sisterhood, and ser­
vice.
Eta Kappa began with 
23 young women who 
felt that there was a 
place for sororities on 
Spelman's campus. Eta 
Kappa was chartered in 
the Spring of 1970. The 
women of the first line
were from Spelman, 
Agnes Scott, and other 
Atlanta institutions. 
During the Fall and Win­
ter of 1969/1970 the 
members participated in 
the activities of Sigma 
Chapter at Clark Atlanta 
University. From the be­
ginning Eta Kappa has 
strived to excel and at­
tain the highest possible 
goals, and the tradition 
lives on. Eta Kappa con­
tinues to serve the 
Spelman community and 
beyond by providing in­
formation and opportu­
nities. This year we 
hosted numerous forums 
which emphasized the 
national organizational 
thrusts: the Black En­
trepreneurial Seminars, 
Breaking the Chains of 
Psychological Oppres­
sion, Breast Cancer 
Awareness, Delta-AIDS 
Walk for Atlanta, Habi­
tat for Humanity Walk- 
A-Thon, and the mem­
bers participated in on­
going community out­
reach programs such as 
Success by Six, Clara M. 
Pitts Tutorial, and 
Oglethorpe Tutorial.
PUBLIC
SERVICE•AIDS Walk-A- Thon•Families First •Habitat for Humanity Walk-A-Thon •Positive Generations •Success by Six •Women Helping 
Women Coalition •Samuel L. Jones Boys & Girls Clubs
Omegas On Campus Disrespect Must End
By LaDessa E. Pearson
Layout Editor
STOP! It's time to stop the disrespect.
The dogs of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated 
need to be sent to obedience school before it's too late. 
Not to say that all Omegas are dogs, or don't know how 
to behave, but recent events have proven that some 
have no respect for themselves or others.
We have allowed the Omegas far too much leniency 
on our campus. There is no reason why Omegas should 
have stepped on our plaza (yet, other chapters of 
sororities can not), or why every time you turn around 
there is somebody yelping. I can't understand why I 
hear more yelping on campus than any other call.
You can't allow children too much freedom without 
discipline, because one day they will show out on you. 
February 25, 1994 was such a day.
The Ladies of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorpo­
rated were having a special event. They were singing, 
but were interrupted numerous times by barking and 
Omega chants. Omegas carelessly throwing their 
signs nearly hurled themselves into the Deltas.
They were in the way of yearbook and newspaper 
photographers, not to mention onlookers and the 
Deltas. If the Omegas respected the Deltas they would 
have behaved.
I know that there is hope for them, because they can 
be supportive. It is almost impossible to document a 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated event where 
at least one Omega has not been present. Therefore, I 
know that there is potential for the rest to improve.
Fear not! We still have time to raise a new breed of 
more gentle and well behaved young men.
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Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, In­
corporated was founded 
January 16, 1920 on the 
campus of Howard univer­
sity in Washington, D.C. by 
five coeds. These women 
dared to depart from the 
traditional coalitions for 
Black women and sought to 
establish a new organization 
predicated on the precepts 
of scholarship, service, sis­
terhood, and Finer Woman­
hood. For seventy-four 
years, the trail blazed by the 
founders has been traversed 
by thousands of women 
dedicated to the emulation 
of the objectives and ideals 
of the Sorority.
Since its inception, the So­
rority has expanded to en­
compass more than 500 
graduate and collegiate 
chapters. These chapters 
are located throughout the 
continental United States, 
Alaska, Hawaii, the Bahama 
Islands, West Africa, and 
Germany.
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority is 
the first organization to 
charter a chapter in Africa 
(1948); to form adult and 
youth auxiliary groups, the 
Amicae, Archonetts, and 
Amicettes; and to be consti­
tutionally bound to a 
brother fraternity, Phi Betta 
Sigma Fraternity, Incorpo­
rated.
Zeta was chartered on 
Spelman's campus in Janu­
ary of 1979, but because of 
lack of membership the
chapter became inactive. In 
May 1993 Beta Iota Chapter 
of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, In­
corporated was reactivated 
because of renewed interest 
with support of its sponsor­
ing graduate chapter Iota Eta 
Zeta. Since that time, Beta 
Iota has zealously strived to 
uphold the principles of Zeta 
Phi Beta Sorority, Incorpo­
rated by hosting educational 
forums and socials for the 
Spelman community, and 
participating in local and na­
tional community service 
projects.
Upcoming events will in­
clude a forum on what it 
really means to be an educa­
tor in today's society, a film 
showing, possibly another 
"Sisterhood Desert Hour", 
and fund raisers to send a 
child to Space Camp through 
Zeta's Challenger Kid's 
Project; as well as continu­
ing our community service 
at Capitol Homes Head Start 
and with the Red Cross.
The purpose of Zeta Phi 
Beta Sorority, Incorporated 
is to encourage the highest 
standards of scholarship 
through scientific, literary, 
cultural, and educational 
programs; to promote ser­
vice projects on college cam­
puses and in the commu­
nity; to foster sisterhood; 
and to exemplify the ideals 
of Finer Womanhood. Zeta 
Phi Beta Sorority, Incorpo­




1. What is the significance of pledging a Greek 
letter organization/sisterhood (lines/circle)?Pledging is a rite of passage which gives you the oppor­tunity to develop sisterly bonds with a wealth of positive individuals. It opens up an international network of friends and business opportunities, as well as, acts as a strong source of support because of the greater woman associated with the organization.
2. What are the advantages of pledging a Greek 
letter organization/Sisterhood as an undergradu­
ate?As an undergraduate, you develop good interpersonal skills, you learn to work well with others (even when you may have personal problems with people within the organization), you learn appreciate diversity and appreci­ate people for who they are. The formation of bonds with other women who share common experiences (pageants, pledging, etc.) and similar ideologies for an everlasting lifelong friendships can be extremely rewarding.
3. What are the disadvantages of being Greek/in 
a Sisterhood?People tend to stereotype, or place you in a paradigm such as thinking you are better than others. People also begin to judge you based upon the assumptions made about the particular organization.
4. Do people relate to you differently once they 
know you are a member of a Greek letter organi­
za tion/Sisterhood ?Many people become either overly friendly, or pecu­liarly distant (meaning they are probably interested in becoming a member, or assume that you have changed simpleQuestions
see next page
photo by LaDessa E. PearsonZetas take a moment out of the busy schedules to enjoy sisterhood.
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AuSeT Many people have asked me, Rae Reynolds (Chioneso AST), about AST. The following are a few answers to the most asked questions.
Auset (AST), an Afrikan Sisterhood, Inc., is an organization of Afrikan women with a commitment to the liberation and educa­tion of Afrikan people in the Diaspora. In 1988, on Spelman College's campus, AST was founded in revolutionary response to the racism, sexism, and classism inherent in modern Western society. By reclaiming Afrikan history and redefining ourselves as Afrikan women, AST promotes sisterhood, education, and community service.The Sisterhood has expanded since 1988. Through completing their journey to Afrikan womanhood (rite of passage) her members include undergraduate and graduate stu­dents from Spelman College, Clark-Atlanta University, Morris Brown College, Georgia Tech, and Emory. Yet, members of AST do not necessarily have to be attending school in order to become a member. The Sister­hood accepts those who are not in school and who are presently working. AST be­lieves in encompassing all women from all areas as long as their goal is to empower Afrikan people. We adhere to the ancient Afrikan proverb, "I am because we are." AST has also established a branch in Wash­ington, DC.Auset (AST) is named after the Kemetic (Egyptian) goddess Auset who is also known as Isis. This name means "foundation or bench" and is representative of Afrikan women around the world. After all, are we not the ones who kept, and still keep our families together?As stated earlier AST promotes education and community service. AST carries out her commitment to these through being active in mentoring programs, rites of passage programs for teenage females (Crytalis), sponsoring forums on various campuses, providing food and clothing for the home­less, and participating in neighborhood clean -ups.AST is still a new organization, but is quickly growing to maturity. AST will con­tinue to feed, serve, comfort, and fight, because women are warriors who will work tirelessly until the bounty has been achieved.
- IN THE BEGINNING THERE WAS
WOMAN AND SHE WAS AFRIKAN -
Do you have to have a natural in order 
to become a member of AST? No. Our 
members have naturals as well as 
perms, but because we're associated 
with always having a natural, those 
sisters with the perms are overlooked.
Do people in AST only 'go with' men in 
KMT (Kemet) because they are your 
brothers? No. Our members'go with' 
who they want to have as their male 
companion. They are our brothers 
because they are Afrikan men. Our 
organizations have many parallels, yet 
we are two different organizations.
Is AST a cult? No. It is important to 
mention that AST has no religious 
affiliation. We are connecting with the 
inner spirit (through meditation and 
introspection) and giving thanks to 
the ancestors for paving the way for 
us.
Why do you always say "Asante"? In 
Swahili ''Asante'1 means "Thank you”. 
We greet you with "Asante" to say 
"Thank you" for embracing us and for 
believing in our people.
Why do you sometimes crowd around 
the tree in the atrium? We gather at 
the tree to remember our ancestor/ 
sister/founder Kamaria AST (Tammy 
Simmons).
Questions
continued from previous page
because you joined a Greek letter or- 
ganization/Sisterhood. Often, there 
are many things that are confidential 
and people get offended when you 
don't tell them your sorority business.
5. What role do Greek letter organiza- 
tions/Sisterhoods play in the African- 
American community?
Organizations/Sisterhoods serve the 
African-American community through 
community service and in the form of 
educators, administrators, and role 
models which function as positive im­
ages for our youth. Hopefully, the 
generation to come will pattern them­
selves after one of these positive im­
ages and seek guidance on how to 
become successful.
6. Is it hard to determine whether or 
not a person you first meet is inter­
ested in you as a person, or only be­
cause you belong to a Greek letter
organization/Sisterbood? How do 
you deal with the later being 
true?
It is not hard to determine 
whether a person is interested 
in you simply because you are 
Greek/of a Sisterhood. Those 
types of persons usually ask a 
lot of questions about your orga­
nization, its members, etc. The 
best way to deal with those type 
of people is to keep your dis­
tance from them. Curiosity is 
fine but people will try to use 
friendship with you to their ad­
vantage. If they are really inter­
ested they can study the history 
books in the library.
7. How do sororities/sisterhoods 
promote sisterhood? What about 
outside of the organization?
We open community service 
projects, forums, and host social 
events for "women only", and for 
organizational members, as well 
as for the community at large. 
However, there is a special bond 
between members and even with 
the organization some members 
are closer than others due to 
personal experiences and inter­
ests.
8. What are the main differences 
between the Greek letter organi­
zations (in your opinion)? or is 
there a difference? [Is there a 
difference between Auset and the 
Greek letter organizations (since 
there is a 'pledge' process)? If 
so, what are they?]
(Auset) There is no real dif­
ference except in prospective. 
Since what is Greek is African, it 
is only an oxymoron. In reality, 
we have the same missions and 
purpose - to uplift the African- 
American community.
9. Is there a special feeling 
attached to belonging to a soror­
ity at an Historically Black Col­
lege? at an all female institu­
tion?
Definitely, yes! There is a 
special feeling and allegiance to 
being a member of an organiza- 
tion/sisterhood here at an all 
female HBC. It is really like the 
icing on the cake!
10. If there was one thing you 
could change about how your or­
ganization is perceived on cam­
pus what would it be and why?
I wish that people would be 
more open-minded when looking 
at the fimctions of Greek organi­
zations. People are so ready to 
criticize and speak about the 
negative behaviors of a few people 
without considering the positive 
functions of the groups.
(Auset) I would like for my 
Sisterhood to be perceived as a 
positive organization, which is not 
based on vegetarianism, naturals, 
dishikis, Burkenstocks and Afri­
can garments, but on a more spiri­
tual, communal and knowledge­
able understanding. We are not 
anti-Greek! We love our Greek 
brothers and sisters and must 
work together for a better under­
standing of our people.
ASANTE.
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TRACK TEAM FYI:
★Members of the track team are only 
freshman and sophomores,
★Deborah Borges, a member of the track 
team, is 34 years old and is able to budget 
a job, a college education, a family, and 
her track workouts with the team 
successfully,
★February 26,1994 the first outdoor meet: 
Kenya Thacker was MVP of the meet; 
Deidre Presley placed first in the open 800, 
while Nia Simmons placed first in the 3000 
meter run; the sprint medley relay came in 
second place (Ayana Herbert, Thacker, 
Melissa Hunter, and Presley),
by Melissa D. Hunter
Contributing Writer
Athletics at Spelman College are an
aspect of college life that does not 
receive the recognition they deserve. 
Many people will often times say there 
is no room for athletics on a college 
campus where academic achievement 
and success are heavily emphasized. 
The members of the track team feel 
athletics have definite and positive 
roles in the role of the academic setting 
at Spelman.
Running track is a time consuming,
tedious, and at times a cumbersome 
sport. Yes, it is true we do not have a 
track. We do not belong to the NCAA 
conference, and we rarely receive 
recognition.
As a team we have all endured 
injuries but this has not stopped our 
drive to succeed and continue to run 
with or without the support.
We support each other as a team, no 
matter how we place in a race. We run 
for ourselves: spiritually, mentally, and 
physically.
History
by Shandi Alexander 
Staff Writer
Recently, the Nyabingh order of 
Rastafari came in to speak about 
their beliefs. They held a bingh, 
their religious ceremony. They 
read from their Bible, chanted, and 
played the drums.
Rastafari is a very 
misunderstood concept. Many 
people associate dreadlocks , 
Jamaica, and weed with 
Rastafarian. However, there is 
much more to Rastafari.
It is an order that was started 
in Jamaica based on the lineage of 
King Solomon and Queen Sheba. 
Queen Sheba ruled the country of 
Arabia. She wanted to see the 
magnificence that King Solomon’s 
kingdom was supposed to hold, so 
she journeyed there. She 
remained at Solomon’s side for 
i many years. They had a son 
I named Ibn Hakim, and from him 
stands a line of 323 Kings, giving 
Ethiopia the oldest monarchy in




! DID YOU KNOW...
! *Spelman’s volleyball team was not given a 
! sufficient amount of funds to purchase food for 
! away matches and tournaments?
! *Spelman’s volleyball team was forced to buy 
! uniforms that were not made of top quality 
i material which caused physical discomfort to 
i some members of the team?
i *Volleyball team members were not given 
i excused absences from class for away matches 
: and tournaments (this caused team to be late for 
! matches and tournaments thus resulting in team 
: being penalized for their tardiness?
i *The majority of the away matches and 
: tournaments are played in air conditioned 
gymnasiums. The volleyball team was not 
equipped with sweatsuits, thus resulting in some 
i member becoming ill?
! *The volleyball team went without food so the 
! members were able to buy new uniforms, which 
: are the same uniforms another team is using.
! They were not given funds for their own (next 
i year’s team will be forced to buy new ones, 
i continuing the cycle).
I________ ________________________ ---------------------------------------------------------- 1
Brief •’ "Rastas"
the world. Haile Selassie I, King 
of the Kings of Ethiopia, 
Conquering Lion of the tribe of 
Judas is a descendent of this line, 
Rastafarian believe.
They believe that Haile 
Selassie is Jesus Christ returned to 
earth in fulfillment of the 
prophecy. He was born Ras 
Tafari and this is where they get 
Rastafari from.
There are different orders of 
Rastafari, Nyabingh being the one 
to visit Spelman. This is also one 
of the strictest orders. The women 
of the Nyabingh order must 
always wear skirts and cover their 
heads when they leave the house. 
The man is considered "King of 
the Household". When a sister is 
on her menstrual cycle she may
not be around any men lor seven 
days or the duration of her cycle. 
She may not participate it any 
religious ceremonies either.
Many people question the use of
weed or marijuana. Rastafarian are 
mostly vegetarians and deal a lot 
with the use of herbs. Weed is 
considered to be another herb. It is 
used as a sort of purging 
substance. Rastas believe that 
when weed is smoked it clears the 
mind and the body of things that 
separate them from Jah Rastafari. 
It is used as a mediatorial element 
also.
Their dreadlocks are considered 
to be their covenant. They believe 
that Jesus Christ was a locksman 
and that is the natural state of man. 
In Mt. Zion, Rastafarian heaven, 
all people will be in their natural 
state. Dreadlocks are also used as 
a way to repudiate European 
society.
Rastafari is not only a religion; 
it is a way of life. These days 
there are many different lifestyles 
that people uphold. This is why it 
is important that we understand 
them, so that we might better 
accept them.
x
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PERSONNEL: Bernice Johnson Reagon 
Ysaye Maria Barnwell 
Aisha Kahlil 




Sweet Honey In the Rock gave 
a benefit concert on Feb. 26, in 
Spelman College’s Sisters Chapel 
for the Fund for Southern 
Communities, which gives grants 
to grass roots organizations that 
are located in the South.
Sweet Honey In the Rock is a 
female acapella vocal music group 
whose founding member, Bernice 
Johnson Reagon, is a Spelman 
graduate.
Last year, the group celebrated 
their twentieth anniversary.
Sweet Honey is composed of 
six women—five vocalists and one 
sign language interpreter.
Throughout their performances, 
Sweet Honey details the struggles 
of black people, namely black 
women, through genres such as 
negro spirituals, blues, and 
African traditional songs.
Founding member Bernice 
Johnson Reagon revealed why the 
group decided to hire a permanent 
sign language interpreter.
Reagon stated, "deaf people 
tell us there are stories in our 
songs they never hear."
Reagon also stated that theSweet Honey in the Rock electrifies Spelman with 20 Anniversary concert.
Ch£-gs'
BEAUTY GALLERY 
2796 East Point St.
767-8771
Special Saving Bulletin
Press n Curl Relaxers
$20.00 $30.00
Scholarship Search Service
Need money for college! 
Too many student loans!
Looking for scholarships! 
Not enough financial aid!
Computerized matches of student information to scholarships 
available for undergraduate and graduate study 
regardless of O.P.A. or financial need 
MELISSA J. WITTER
510 Commonwealth Avenue - #230, Boston, MA 02215 
(508) 252-9011
messages that Sweet Honey try to 
convey in their songs are 
especially important for the 
hearing impaired because their 
songs are about fighting against 
oppression of all kinds.
Sweet Honey had its 
beginnings as a side-act for the 
D.C. Black Repertoire Theater a 
little over twenty years ago, 
when Reagon was the theater’s 
vocal director.
As vocal coach to the theater’s
actors, Reagon would use old 
negro spirituals as warm-ups to 
strengthen the actors’ voices. 
During one of these rehearsals, it 
was suggested that a group be 
started to showcase the songs they 
were singing.
After many failed attempts, 
Reagon was finally able to 
organize a group of four whose 
voices were in synch with one 
another.
The group had its first 
performance as the opening and 
closing act at the 100th Centennial 
Observance of W.C. Handy’s Birth 
at Howard Univ. in 1973.
Reagon, who has a doctorate in 
history from Howard Univ., is 
elated that the group is #2 on 
Billboard’s World Music chart.
The group’s 12th album, "I Got 
Shoes," is targeted towards a 
younger audience and will be 
released sometime during March 
’94.
Reagon said that this would be 
their fifth concert at Spelman 
College and that she "loves being 
a Spelman College graduate, 
especially with the new president, 
Johnetta Cole," who Reagon feels 
is one of the top intellectual voices 
in the nation.
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Peach Farmer Produces Rich Novels
byDorlisaA. Goodrich
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Dori Sanders, born Dorinda 
(pronounced Dori-N-da) Sanders is a 
South Carolina peach fanner and author 
who has written two books entitled 
Clover and Her Own Place. She is 
number 8 out of 10 children who was 
bom and raised in York County, South 
Carolina. Her home on Highway 321 
is a 200 acre farm that is one of the 
oldest black farms in the county.
This talented and truthful author- 
says that she is a farmer first and a 
writer second. In fact, she just got a 
certificate from Clemson University for 
completing a class that deals with new 
farm technology and pesticides. One 
could see the pride on her face as she 
told the story of how her brother 
refused to take the class until he later 
found out that the farm would carry her 
name. Today they share the name of
the farm which grows Georgia Belle 
and Elberta peaches.
Although Sanders admits that she 
didn’t write her first novel until she 
was well over the age of fifty, one can 
hardly believe that she is a day over 
thirty. After spending a brief time with 
her, I was amazed at her excitement for 
life and the energy she released on 
everyone around her. It is this energy 
that makes her imagination soar to 
produce prize-winning novels.
Her first novel, Clover, earned her 
a Walt Disney movie option and the 
Lillian Smith Award. She says her 
inspiration for writing Clover came one 
day after watching two funeral 
processions pass by her farm. The first 
procession contained a little black girl 
who appeared to be about ten years old. 
She looked at Sanders with sad, brown 
eyes but was still able to give a small 
wave. The second procession
contained a wealthy, white woman who 
also greeted Sanders with sad eyes. It 
was at this point Sanders realized a 
story was being bom right in front of 
her eyes. She took out a pen and 
proceeded to write down her thoughts 
on what was handy at the moment- a 
peach basket. After this first step, can 
you believe it only took her 8 months to 
finish this novel?
As I sat watching Sanders autograph 
her books, I chuckled each time she 
took out a used envelope to jot down 
any of the unique names of her fans. It 
was at that point that I realized that she 
must be an advocate of the recycling 
effort.
Sanders, who is 5’10", claims she 
does most of her writing in the winter 
so she can be free to pick the peaches 
when they are just ripe. She saves rainy 
days to piece together little strips of 
paper with ideas written on them in
order to form her stories. As she 
explains this ritual to the Convocation 
audience, we gasp in amazement when 
she tells us that she doesn’t even use a 
word-processor to write her stories. 
Even more looks of amazement are seen 
on the faces when she says that a story 
is continuously forming in her mind as 
she strives to finish her speech.
After spending most of my morning 
with Sanders, I was sad to see our 
discussion come to an end. She 
explained to her audience of fans that 
she had to rush to meet the Spelman 
administration for a luncheon. But 
before she left, she wished me all the 
best and reminded aspiring young 
writers to look at their geographical 
surroundings and to read, read, read in 
order to get story ideas for their future 
novels. I am sure this advice will be 
well taken by those future writers here 
at Spelman College.Honeywood: Life Inspiring to Young Artists
Spelman alumna and 1991 artist in 
resident, Vamette Honeywood, was 
bom in 1950 in Los Angeles, 
California. Ms. Honeywood was raised 
in a creative environment. Her 
granduncle, Ozzie Allen, was a folk 
artist, he made tombstones and used the 
left over mortar to make sculptures.
As a child and young adult, Ms. 
Honeywood dabbled in art as a hobby 
but never thought she was very good. 
She certainly never thought she was 
good enough to make a career out of it.
Vamette Honeywood entered 
Spelman in 1968 as a history major, 
but the end of her sophomore year she 
changed her major to art. Joseph Ross, 
a Spelman art teacher, encouraged Ms. 
Honeywood to make this change.
Ms. Honeywood’s first paintings 
consisted of only one single image. In 
the late 1960’s and early 1970’s most 
of her paintings were Afro-centric, 
fitting in with that particular time 
period.
As she began to grow and mature as 
an artist,different themes and images 
developed adding dimension to her 
work. Using her love of history, Ms. 
Honeywood strives to create work 
which tells a historical story. She 
focuses on African, American, African 
American, family and personal history.
Some critics have labelled Ms. 
Honeywood as a folk artist, but she 
prefers to be called a genre painter 
because she paints images of everyday 
life.
Major influences the are noticed in 
Ms. Honeywood’s artwork are Romare 
Bearden’s use of color, Jacob 
Laurence’s development of historic 
series and Elizabeth Catlett’s political 
statements.
Ms. Honeywood’s most recent 
works include paintings and monoprints 
which were on display in an art show 
in Detroit, Michigan and a number of 
book covers, including Ugly Ways, a 
book by Spelman alumna, Tina 
McElroy Ansa.
Ms. Honeywood’s future plans and
goals include creating new paintings, 
illustrating children’s books and 
illustrating parts of her father’s 
autobiography. And most importantly — 
- coming back to Spelman!
Graduate Programs in Public Affairs
You can have an impact on public policy and gain a sense of accomplishment 
through graduate studies at The American University in Washington, D.C. 
Graduate programs in the School of Public Affairs offer you the opportunity to 
learn new management and research skills and to prepare for careers in a wide 
variety of government agencies and in private research, public advocacy, and 
professional organizations.
For more information, return the coupon or call (202) 885-2940 or 885-6201.
When asked if she had any advice 
for her Spelman sisters who are up and 
coming artists, Ms. Honeywood replied: 
do a lot of questioning, visit different
institutions, explore all of the options 




by Dor lisa Goodrich
Arts & Entertainment Editor
For all of those people who are
wondering just why do African- 
Americans flock to Georgia, or more 
specifically to Atlanta, the Black Mecca 
of the South, go out and pick up Dr. L 
Donald Grant’s book entitled The Way 
it Was in the South- The Black
Experience in Georgia.
After reading the foreward by his
youngest son Jonathan, you will grow
to appreciate the Grants’ efforts to clear 
the air about notorious events that have 
occurred during Georgia’s existance 
from the 1500’s until the present. Dr. 
Grant confronts the contradictions head 
on as he recounts the irony of the Ku 
Klux Kian’s existance in Georgia while 
also being the home to Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.
He then pulls together the ties that 
have brought about some of Georgia’s 
complex social problems such as the 
housing situation, welfare, lack of 
education among the youth, and the 
growing number of crimes being 
committed in the state.
Georgia
continued on page 19
Please send information on the following School of Public Affairs programs:
□ Political Science M.A. □ Ph.D. programs: Public Administra-
□ Public Administration M.P.A. tion, Political Science, and Justice
□ Justice M.S. □ J.D./M.S. in Justice





Mail to: School of Public Affairs, The American University 
4400 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20016-8022 
An equal opportunity/affinnative action univenity
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"Sugar „ Depicts Bitter, Sweet Reality
Hill”
by Maleka N. Ingram 
Associate Editor
As a promotional venture Twentieth 
Century Fox held a press conference 
for actors Wesley Snipes and Michael 
Write and co-producer Rudy Langlais 
for the movie "Sugar Hill." The 
conference was held to discuss issues 
and images portrayed in "Sugar Hill." 
"The title "Sugar Hill" is taken from 
the legendary neighborhood that 
represents the aspirations and hopes of 
all Harlem."
Wesley Snipes (Roemello Skuggs) 
stars as a powerful, influential drug 
dealer who struggles with the idea of 
leaving the lifestyle which has been 
embedded in him since childhood. The 
character, Roemello, constantly battles 
internally the idea of leaving Harlem, 
his brother, and his father.
Roemello’s protest against the drug 
dealer image and lifestyle is 
counteracted by his business partner 
and brother, Raynathan Skuggs 
(Michael Write).
Although "Sugar Hill" deals with 
drugs and lifestyles in the "hood", it is 
not the typical portrayal of such 
adventures. "Sugar Hill" can not be 
categorized with movies like "Menace 
II Society. "Sugar Hill" is "not a 
recreation but rather an indictment that 
deglamorizes and deglorifys the 
lifestyle of drug dealers."
"Sugar Hill" does not present the 
audience with men (Roemello and 
Raynathan) who have chosen to be 
criminals. It presents the audience with 
two brothers whose mother was a drug 
addict, a father who sold drugs and 
used drugs, a neighborhood where the 
Mofia controlled the businesses and 
where opportunities were scarce for 
African Americans, and it presents an 
environment that is not conducive to 
the maturation and development of 
African American youth.
This use of flashbacks throughout 
the movie is necessary to make real the 
ideas that not everyone chooses to be a 
criminal, that a person’s environment, 
neighborhood, and family play a large 
role in the outcome of the individual’s
decisions about life, and that children imitate and grow accustomed to what they 
experience.
Roemello and Raynathan represent characters in the inner city from low- 
socioeconomic backgrounds who grow up imitating and adapting to the harsh 
circumstances of the ghetto. But this is where so called "reality" takes a twist. The 
producers have incorporated another character. This character grows up in the suburbs 
with middle class, working, non-drug using parents.
This character travels to the city to he a part of the atmosphere. The message is clear 
and important. African Americans need to realize the problems of drugs and crime are 
not limited to a specific socioeconomic status. The reality of the state of the world and 
influences on youths’ behaviors have no economic prejudices.
Throughout the entire press conference, Snipes, Write, and Langlais, reiterated their 
hopes and desires that this movie will make a difference in someone’s life. They 
expressed the desire to wake up African American youth from their disillusioned vision 
of the criminal life as the right life. Their hopes were not only generated toward youth, 
but adults as well. Write referred to the African American race as the "culture of dome."
"Sugar Hill" is filled with tragedies and struggles. Roemello struggles with emotions 
felt for a heroine addict father, a brother/business partner who does not want to leave the 
lifestyle, and being business partners with the Mofia-the people who brought the drugs 
into Harlem.
Raynathan struggles with separation from his brother and change in the drug empire. 
There are other characters throughout who have struggles just as important and prevalent.
Behind all the tragedies and struggles there are messages about the state of the world, 
but more important the state of African American people. This message is becoming a 
familiar tune made known by the numerous murders, shootings, drug related deaths, and 
other violent crimes becoming all too familiar to African American youth.
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ATLANTA HISTORY CENTER’S ALSTON LECTURES: JULIE DASH 
APRIL 13 AT THE GEORGIA-PACIFIC CENTER
On April 13, 1994, independent filmmaker and former Atlantan Julie Dash will continue the Atlanta History Center’s Alston 
Lectures for 1993-94 with “Daughters of the Dust: The Making of an African-American Woman’s Film.” Dash’s first feature- 
length film was the 1992 “Daughters of the Dust,” which won first prize in cinematography for dramatic film at the 1991 
Sundance Film Festival in Utah. She will speak about the focus of her films: the status of African-American women today, how 
history has shaped their roles and how she sees their roles evolving in the 21st century from noon to 1:00 p.m. at the Georgia- 
Pacific Center Auditorium, 133 Peachtree St. N.E. The lecture is free. For more information, call (404) 814-4150.
Media information: Anne Isenhower 814-4082, Frances Hale 814-4080, Kim Resnik 814-4081
How do you tell a 4-year-old 
she may never be 5?
Blood. Give a little so someone can live. 
+ American Red Cross
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Jomandi Productions Presents 
DREAMGJRLS
The Tony Award Winning Broadway Hit starring Marsha 
Jackson, Rexx Garvin, Mark Ford & Mystique and Shiela Stroud. 
Previews March 29 - March 31. Showing April 1 - May 1.
SHOWTIMES: Wednesdays-Saturdays 8pm, Sundays 3pm. 
TICKET PRICES: Wednesday night STUDENT NIGHT $9, 
adults $12. Thursday & Sunday $15 (Seniors & Students on 
Sundays) $9, Friday & Saturday $18. Opening Night & Gala 
Reception $25.
For group, student, senior and other discounts or questions call 
876-6346.
SECOND ANNUAL INTERCOLLEGIATE 
RACE UNITY CONFERENCE 
theme: THE PERSONAL STRUGGLE! 
DISCOVERING THE HUMAN RACE
The conference will emphasize both the commonness of ethnic cultures 
and experiences and the different perspectives used to intemperate the 
experiences. The conference is hoping to attract diverse ethnically- 
oriented student groups.
Place: Georgia Tech 
Date: March 26, 1994
Registration fee: $4 pre-registration, $6 day of conference.
Any QUESTIONS should be directed to Asati Powers (Spebnan College) 292-0634




continued from front page
in our hearts. LET 
FREEDOM RING!" 
LESSONS TO BE 
LEARNED: 1) We must 
see "Race To Freedom: 
The Underground 
Railroad" it aired 
February 19 at 8 pm on 
the Family Channel and 
BET.
2) We must stand for 
something.
3) We must all strive to 
be humanitarians.
4) We must research our 
history to know for 
example that over 400,000 
slaves escaped to freedom 
in Canada and these are 
surely some -of our 
ancestors who made it 
possible for us to be here 
today.
5) We must commemorate 
Black History every 
month and not just in the 
month of February to 
make it an all year long 
celebration!
Hassell, Disabilities Coordinator
continued from front page
Hassell comments, 
"physical accessibility is 
not the primary concern." 
Hassell’s primary concern 
is changing the attitudes 
of the Spelman 
community at large. This 
involves making people 
aware of correct 
terminology to use and 
gaining a better 
understanding of people 
with disabilities. In 
response to the idea of 
restructuring the entire 
campus Hassell says it is 




continued from page 2
"Olympic Women: Winners in 
Motion" is not only Spelman’s 
attempt to recognize the importance 
of women’s participation in the 
Olympics, but it is also the 
documentation of a legacy that, with 
similar support, will continue well 
beyond 1996. Though the Olympics 
may end in 1996, for "Olympic 
Women: Winners in Motion" 1996 is 
only a beginning.
Georgia
continued from page 16
After doing intensive research on 
topics that plague the African American 
communities, Dr. Grant was able to 
comprise a reference book that reads 
like a novel for many audiences. 
Although Dr. Grant died in 1988 before 
the completion of the book, his son 
Jonathan was able to complete the 
research and editing.
This book is a must for every 
Georgian, both young and old, college 
students who need references for 
research papers, sociologists and 
psychologists, and every library within 
the state of Georgia. It is available at 
most bookstores for $27.50 or it may 




continued from page 4
horrible, why did God make me? Why did God make Audre Lorde? 
Lorraine Hansbury? Bessie Smith? James Baldwin, or Langston 
Hughes? And how is it that a chartered LBA conflicts with the 
Christian standing of Spelman, but a chartered Muslim women’s group 
does not? How, on this God-fearing campus, is it permissible for sex, 
or fornication, for a better term, to be simulated on the stage of its 
sanctified spiritual center, Sister’s Chapel, BUT it is not acceptable for 
the LBA to be chartered when the most offensive thing we have done 
is put up flyers (which for some mysterious reason, keep being torn 
down) advertizing our meetings?
It is inexcusable to use religion or religious beliefs as a justification 
for oppression. Racists whites used religion and the bible to justify the 
enslavement and the oppression of African-Americans. The argument- 
-religion justifying oppression—did not hold water then and it is not 
any more rational now. Taking into account all the grief we have had 
to endure on our own campus, one dedicated to empowering and 
uplifting its members, I find it more than a little hypocritical. And 
believe me, Spelman, HYPOCRISY DOES NOT BECOME YOU. 
Are there so few of us that see with our own eyes and feel with our 
own hearts, who take an unbiased look at the facts and come to their 
own decisions...BY OURSELVES? What I have seen, for the most 
part are people clinging to worn out dogmas, founded in ignorance, 
rather than looking at the facts for themselves. I’ll ask again, because 
I don’t understand, HOW CAN YOU UPLIFT ALL OF A PEOPLE 
WHILE OPPRESSING SOME OF ITS MEMBERS? We are your 
friends, your sisters, your associates, your daughters, and in some 
cases, yes, we are your lovers. You love us, but if you truly knew us, 
by your own words, you would hate and disown us. I ran into a 
woman the other day, one I’ve know since I arrived at Spelman. She 
is openly homophobic, and at any opportunity, expresses her hatred 
and contempt toward lesbian/gay/bisexual people. She stopped me 
and said hello, asked how I was doing in a motherly fashion. We talk 
for a few minutes, and she was totally congenial: nice, friendly, and 
concerned about me and what I was doing. I couldn t help looking at 
her with a little sadness, because I knew that once she knew I was in 
the LBA and that I was bisexual, all that niceness and amicability 
would be gone; replacing it would be revulsion, fear, and hatred. I 
would in affect, lose a friend. But why? I am the same person she 
has known and cared about all four years. I have not changed. Only 
her knowledge of me will have changed.
modifications.
Hassell’s plan for
education and awareness 
does not have a time 
frame. But the physical 
modifications could take 
up to five years. Hassell, 
faced with a new role and 
new responsibilities on 
Spelman’s campus, has an 
optimistic outlook on the 
future and her position. 
She comments, "it is 
encouraging to know 
Spelman is sensitive 
enough to hire someone to 
accommodate the needs of 
disabled students."
I run this risk with most of my straight friends. I have already lost 
some of them to their own prejudice. And do you know what? That 
hurts. We, lesbians, gays, and bisexuals, we feel pain. And in this 
intolerant society, usually a lot of it. People in the LBA—we are 
people, not monsters—we want the same things anyone wants: the 
freedom to be who we are without persecution, abuse, or oppression. 
We want the respect we rightfully deserve as human beings. I would 
challenge Spelman and everyone to go beyond the inflexible thinking 
patterns we have fallen into, to transcend the barriers of xenophobia 
and internalized oppression that make us want to abuse anything or 
anyone that is different. No one has a right to dictate who, or how, 
a person can love. No one has a right to abuse a person because of 
the way she/he loves. It is about time we realized that and started 
acting like civilized people, instead of zealots on a witch hunt.
For all the things I may lose with writing this article, it doesn’t add 
up to all the things I gain. By giving up my fear and silence, I gain 
my freedom. The people I interact with can love me, hate me, or not 
give a damn about me as they choose, but for once in a long time it 
will be for WHO I HONESTLY AM, not for what I appear to be. I 
don’t like being a "sell out" to myself, so I avoid it as much as 
possible. I’ve said what I have been wanting to say for a very long 
time, and though it’s painful, it’s worth it.
Tamara R. Haywood C’94
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to Sprint Bréale i
Every time yon buy a soft drink at Coca-Cola 
vending machines on campus, you have a 
chance to win a trip for two to Spring 
Break in Daytona Beach, Florida. If 
there’s a "YOU WIN!" sticker on your can 
of Coca-Cola classic, you’ve won a 
Spring Break poster, t-shirt, or maybe 
even a grand prize trip to Daytona 
Beach, including 2-night accommodations 
and round-trip airfare for two. Spring 
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